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Town of Stafford 
Planning & Zoning Commission 
Special Meeting 
December 3,2020 
Virtual Meeting via Zoom Technology 

Members Present: 	 Dave Palmberg, Chair 

Rich Shuck 

Ron Houle 

Cindy Rummel 

Leonard Clark, Alternate 


Also Present: 	 David Perkins, Zoning Enforcement Officer 
Chris Joseph, Alternate (arrived a few minutes late) 

Agenda: 
1. 	 Call to order and establish a quorum 
2. 	 Review minutes of November 5, 2020 Special Meeting. 

• 
3. 8-24 Referral on Extending Sewer through Rotary at Route 319 and 190 

intersection 
4. 	 Zoning Citation Ordinance Discussion 
5. 	 Set 2021 Meeting Dates 
6. 	 New Business 
7. 	 Adjournment 

1. 	 Call to order and establish a quorum. 
Dave Palmberg, Chair called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m., establishing a 
quorum with Dave Palmberg, Chair, Rich Shuck, Ron Houle, Cindy Rummel and 
seating alternate member Leonard Clark for Lorin Dafoe. 

2. 	 Review minutes of November 5, 2020 Special Meeting. 
Cindy Rummel made a motion, seconded by Ron Houle to accept the 
November 5,2020 special meeting minutes as presented. All were in favor. 
Motion carried. 

• 
3. 8-24 Referral on Extending Sewer through Rotary at Route 319 and 190 

intersection 
David Perkins said construction on the rotary is going on and right now the sewer 
ends just before the rotary. He said the general feeling was that it would be easier 
and less expensive to extend the sewer through the rotary now while they are 
digging up the road rather than tearing up the new road later to install it. The 
water main would be going in at the same time. It will be coming in from Somers 



December 3, 2020 - Stafford Planning & Zoning Commission 

• 
over the hill, and the tank will be by the hospitaL They plan to abandon the wells 
on the east side of town. 

David Perkins added that this extension would be in compliance with the Plan of 
Conservation and Development (POCD) as it is in the plan to extend sewer lines 
out toward Crystal Lake Road. 

Dave Palmberg agreed that it made sense to extend the sewer line now, as it will 
cost more to dig up the road and do the installation later. 

Rich Shuck made a motion, seconded by Cindy Rummel to provide a favorable 
8-24 referral to the Board of Selectmen on extending the sewer through the rotary 
at the Route 319 and 190 intersection, noting also that this extension is in 
compliance with the Plan of Conservation and Development. A vote was taken on 
the motion and all were in favor. Motion carried. 

4. 	 Zoning Citation Ordinance Discussion. 
The Commission discussed the marked up draft Ordinance for the Enforcement of 
Violations of the Town's Zoning Regulations and Inland Wetlands Regulations. 
This had been received and distributed earlier in the day from Attorney Ken 
Slater. 

• David Perkins reviewed the two portions of the draft. The first part discusses 
allowing citations to be issued, and the second part discusses the hearing process. 
Basically, if a violation is discovered, a citation is issued with a fine (for example 
$100 or $150 per day) with a caveat that the fines will accumulate by the same 
amount per day unless the violation is corrected. If the violator does not pay the 
fine in the citation, a notice of assessment is sent to the violator. The violator then 
has the option of paying the fine, or asking for a hearing. If not resolved, the issue 
then goes to Superior Court where a judgement is entered and liens can be filed. 

David Perkins stressed that when he issues a citation, the intention is that it will 
start a conversation with the violator and the problem can be resolved quickly. 
This is just a tool to get compliance and is not intended to make income for the 
town. 

It was noted that some of the language needs to be corrected. For example, the 
enforcement section of the draft refers to a Town Manager, which will need to be 
changed. Additionally, under (3) Admission of Liability, there is a sentence that 
reads: "Any cited person who does not deliver or mail written demand for a 
hearing within 10 days ofthe date ofthe notice seeking an assessment in (2) 
above shall be deemed to have admitted liability and the First Selectman shall 
certify the cited person's failure to respond to the hearing officer. " The 

• 
Commission agreed that it should be the Citation Officer that certifies the cited 
person's failure to respond. 
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Chris Joseph asked ifthere might be another option that allows the violator to 
bring their case to the PZC to discuss. Rich Shuck said if the violator brings their 
case to the PZC, it would then be appealable to Superior Court. He said this adds 
an unnecessary complexity and the PZC's goal was to avoid the costs ofgoing to 
court. 

Rich Shuck added that this proposal, if they wish to go forward with it, would 
need to go to the Board of Selectmen, and he felt the Board of Selectmen should 
have it reviewed by an attorney before bringing it before the town for a vote. 

Chris Joseph noted this had been proposed in the past. Rich Shuck said he had 
proposed it in 201 0, but the Board of Selectmen at the time did not want to bring 
it to a town meeting. Chris Joseph suggested they pull up past minutes on that 
discussion to review past concerns. Dave Palmberg asked David Perkins to find 
those past meeting minutes so they could review them. 

Chris Joseph said he has some audio from back then if anyone would want to 
listen to it. 

Dave Palmberg recalled that there were a number of misunderstandings at that 
meeting, such as what types of violations the ordinance would cover. He 

• 
suggested that since they had only gotten this draft today that they plan to discuss 
it further at their next meeting. He suggested rather than bringing a video that he 
write something up from that to share with the Commissioners at their next 
meeting. He said they could then make a list of the main concerns that had been 
raised previously and put together a Qand A sheet that addresses those concerns 
that they could pass on to the Board of Selectmen if they decide to go forward 
with it. 

Cindy Rummel said that would be a good, proactive way to approach it. 

Chris Joseph said he would get something to David Perkins in the coming days. 

5. Set 2021 Meeting Dates. 
The Commission discussed the dates and there was general agreement to continue 
meeting on 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 7 :00 p.m. It was noted that if meetings are 
held on Zoom or moved to the Senior Center, they will need to be listed as 
Special Meetings. Dave Palmberg said the only restriction in this case is that you 
can't add anything to an agenda if it is a Special Meeting. There was acceptance 
that until the pandemic is behind us, this process will need to continue. 

Ron Houle made a motion, seconded by Rich Shuck to continue the Planning & 
Zoning meeting dates on 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 7 :00 p.m. in the Veterans 

• 
Meeting Room for the year 2021. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
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6. New Business 

David Perkins noted an upcoming water tower project. He also said that 
Integrated Rehab Services has started on their new building, and he approved 
their site plan. He said he had them add a few amenities like dormers, some brick 

• 


veneer and shingles to enhance its appearance. He said Aqua Pump has cleared 
their lot and he expects they will be doing some demolition in a few weeks. 

David Perkins was asked if there was any word on the gun shop and its progress. 
He said the fire marshal and building department expressed some concerns that 
this was a significant change of use and they want to take a look at what is being 
proposed for the indoor space. The applicant does not yet have final approval 
from the town. 

David Perkins also noted that what looks like some light manufacturing and 
storage of trucks is happening at the former Pisciotta Realty building. The owner 
does not have a permit and David Perkins said he will talk to him. 

Rich Shuck noted the H & R Block sign is strobing and David Perkins might need 
to reach out to the business owner about it. 

7. Adjournment 
Rich Shuck made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Leonard Clark. All were in 
favor. The December 3,2020 special meeting of the Stafford Planning & Zoning 
Commission was adjourned at 7:44 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ov1lt,n,Le ~#~~:> 
Annie Gentile 
Recording Secretary 

• 
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